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When you need some extra space, a custom steel building from
Mueller is the ideal solution. From workshops to garages to
storage buildings, we’re ready to create structures that meet your
specifications and enhance your lifestyle. All of our buildings are
designed and manufactured in the USA, featuring commercial
grade steel and limited paint warranties up to 30 years. Come see
us and find the one that’s right for you.

Learn more at: www.muellerinc.com

UELLER, INC.

METAL BUILDINGS, ROOFING & COMPONENTS

www.muellerinc.com
877-2-MUELLER (877-268-3553)
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The Call of the Tamalada Making
tamales is a holiday tradition, though
eating them never ends.

b
RUIZ: JULIA ROBINSON. TAMALES: LUNAMARINA | SHUTTERSTOCK.COM
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ADVANCED
HEARING AID

TECHNOLOGY
For Only $19999

“l was amazed! Sounds I hadn’t heard
in years came back to me!”
— Don W., Sherman, TX

How can a hearing aid that costs
only $19999 be every bit as good as one
that sells for $2,400 or more?

The answer: Although tremendous strides

have been made in Advanced Hearing Aid - -
Technology, those cost reductions have Can a Hearing Aid Delay or Prevent

not been passed on to you. Until now... Alzheimer’s and Dementia?

MDHearingAid® uses the same A study by the National Institute on Aging
3 f ) ) suggests older individuals with hearing loss are
kind of Advanced Hearing Aid Technology significantly more likely to develop Alzheimer’s

incorporated into hearing aids that cost and dementia over time than those who retain their

thousands more at a small fraction hearing. They suggest that an intervention — such

of the price. as a hearing aid — could delay or prevent this by
\improving hearing! )

Over 350,000 satisfied MDHearingAid

customers agree: High-quality, TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR
FDA-registered hearing aids don’t

have to ,COSt a fortune. The fact is, Hearing is believing and we invite you to try
you don’t need to spend thousands this nearly invisible hearing aid with no

for a hearing aid. MDHearingAid annoying whistling or background noise for

is a medical-grade hearing aid yourself. If you are not completely satisfied

offering sophistication and high with your MDHearingAid, return it within 45 LS L
performance, and works right out days for a FULL REFUND. BUY A PAIR
of the box with no time-consuming AND SAVE!

“adjustment” appointments. You

can contact a licensed hearing 1 _800_832_041 4
specialist conveniently on-line or

by phone — even after your www.GetMDHearingAid199.com
purchase at no cost. No other
company provides such extensive Use Code JT37
2 .
support. Now that you know...why pay more? and QEt FREE Batteries for 1 Year
. . ® inni
MDHearingAid > Plus FREE Shipping

Proudly assembled in America! | ACeINESs
DOCTOR DESIGNED | AUDIOLOGIST TESTED | FDA REGISTERED y SO




MURAL: COURTESY CHET GARNER. BIG BEND: E. DAN KLEPPER

LETTERS

Other Musical Greats

Chet Garner began by mention-
ing Willie Nelson, Janis Joplin,
George Strait and Roy Orbison
because they were born in
small Texas towns [Wink’s
Spectacle, September 2019].
He missed the singer with by
far the best voice that was
born in a small Texas town—
Johnny Mathis, from Gilmer.
JOE E. AND SHARON MCINTYRE

Big Bend Beckons

The Window Trail is an easy
hike that emanates from the
Chisos Mountain Lodge and
provides a truly wondrous
view of the valley below. And
to see Casa Grande Peak lit up
at sunrise is a sight one never
forgets. Thanks to E. Dan
Klepper [Big Bend’s Golden
Triangle] and Joe Nick Patoski
[Which Big Bend?] in Septem-
ber for their superb commen-
taries.

TIM O'NEIL | PAIGE

BLUEBONNET EC

Definitely on my bucket list!
I’'ve been to Big Bend twice
but never Fort Davis!

PATRICIA JANECEK BURT | VIA FACEBOOK

| enjoyed Which Big Bend?,
but it needed some fact-
checking. Big Bend National
Park gets about 400,000

visitors annually, not 4 million.
CATHRYN HOYT | BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK
RIO GRANDE EC

Editor’s note: Our astute
readers help keep us sharp,
for which we are grateful. The
online version of this story
has been corrected.

Point of History

As a Texas history teacher for
more than 30 years, | often use
Texas Co-op Power articles as
supplementary reading in my
classroom. | was excited to see
the story about Gail Borden but
was disappointed it did not

A Nod and a Wink

In 1954, I was a fourth grader in
Odessa. On Saturday afternoons, my
sister and I watched the only show
on television, several hours of West

Texas talent. Roy Orbison was on

NANCY LEWIS | WIMBERLEY | PEDERNALES EC

for the opinions of a 7- and 9-year-old.

mention that he was one of the
original 300 colonists brought
by Stephen F. Austin—some-
thing your readers learned
from their seventh grade
teachers but probably have
forgotten [Gail Borden’s
Follies, September 2019].

DONNA ENGLISH | HIGHLAND VILLAGE
COSERV

Bush’s Bailout

Any military pilot who read
your Almanac item in Currents
[September 2019] probably
could correct the facts surround-
ing George H.W. Bush'’s being
downed by anti-aircraft fire in
1944. Ejection seats didn’t exist
in 1944, so he actually went
over the side (bailed out),
hitting his head as he did so.
WILLY CARROLL | KERRVILLE

CENTRAL TEXAS EC

Sally the Mountain Lion
Fun in the Past Tense [August
2019] mentioned a mountain
lion named Sally that a man

this show—if not every Saturday, close to it. We really didn’t think
at that time that he had talent [Wink’s Spectacle, September 2019].

The next thing we knew, he is doing very well for himself. So much

from Pearsall had kept as a pet.
That man was my father, Jack
“Hoss” Keith.

The bigger mountain lion in
the same museum is Charlie.
During breeding, Charlie killed
Sally. My father was well known
in the Pearsall area as an avid
cat hunter with his dogs.

ALLEN KEITH | BOERNE
BANDERA EC

GET MORE TCP AT
TexasCoopPower.com

Sign up for our e-newsletter for
monthly updates, prize drawings
and more!

We want to hear from you!

ONLINE: TexasCoopPower.com/share
EMAIL: letters@TexasCoopPower.com

MAIL: Editor, Texas Co-op Power,
1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor,
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CURRENTS

HAPPENINGS

WEB EXTRAS
» Find more
happenings

online.

McAllen Holiday Parade

MCALLEN, the self-declared South Pole of Texas, kicks off the festive

season with its HOLIDAY PARADE, which the city describes as the largest

illuminated holiday and helium balloon parade in Texas.

The 1'/>-mile parade, DECEMBER 7, will feature more than 50 lighted

floats, more than 30 inflatable character balloons and marching bands.

INFO » (956) 681-1200, mcallenholidayparade.com

e

MARK YOUR
CALENDAR

BUTTING OUT

Only 14% of American adults
smoke, according to the Centers
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion. That’s an all-time low in
the U.S.

Trying to kick the habit?
November 21 is the Great Amer-
ican Smokeout, an annual event
since 1977 aimed at encourag-
ing Americans to stop smoking.

ALMANAC

50 YEARS AGO: Richard M.
Nixon became the first presi-
dent to attend a regular-season
NFL game while in office. Nixon
sat in the stands at RFK Memo-
rial Stadium in Washington,
D.C., as the Dallas Cowboys
beat the Washington Redskins
41-28 on November 16, 1969.

< LOOKING BACK AT SUCIETY THIS MONTH

IN THE 75 YEARS since
Texas Co-op Power
debuted in July 1944,
folks like Audie Murphy
and Walter Cronkite
became household
names, and Leonards
Department Store and
the National Women’s
Conference helped
change society.

1940s

1944 Jackie
Robinson,
who in 1947
would become
the first black
player in major league baseball,
is court-martialed for refusing
to move to the back of a bus
at Fort Hood.

1945 Audie Murphy of Kings-
ton receives the Medal of
Honor. He later becomes the
most decorated U.S. soldier
of World War II.

1950s

1955 Using the August 22,
1949, Life magazine cover of
Panhandle rancher Clarence
Hailey Long as its inspiration,
Philip Morris creates the Marl-
boro Man, an advertising cam-
paign that increased the brand’s
cigarette sales by 3,241%.

1958 Philanthropist Ima Hogg
donates the Varner-Hogg
Plantation to the state.

HOLIDAY PARADE: TIM CARROLL. CIGARETTE: RAJA RC | DREAMSTIME.COM. ROBINSON: BETTMANN | GETTY IMAGES. CRONKITE: BETTMANN | GETTY IMAGES
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1960s

1960 Leonards Department
Store in Fort Worth becomes the
first major retailer in that city or
Dallas to take down all segrega-
tionist signs and welcome
African Americans.

1962 Walter
Cronkite, raised
in Houston,
helps launch
the CBS Even-
ing News and
serves as its news anchor until
his retirement in 1981.

TexasCoopPower.com



POWER OF OUR PEOPLE

A Leader of Kind Strangers

IT’S HARD TO KEEP UP WITH ELLEN FULLER. “I'm a serial volunteer,” she
says, and her fast-paced conversation and exuberant attitude make it easy to
believe she devotes boundless enthusiasm to any cause she might undertake.

These days, Fuller focuses her abundant energy on Wreaths Across America,
anationwide organization that places holiday wreaths on veterans’ graves. In
2018, with Fuller as co-chair of the statewide effort, WAA collaborated with 674
groups to place 160,000 wreaths on almost one-third of veterans’ graves across
Texas, as featured in TCP in November 2018.

POWER OF OUR PEOPLE recognizes
co-op members who improve their
community’s quality of life.
Nominate someone by emailing
people@texascooppower.com.

“My dad passed in 2011,” she says, “and he was buried

Fuller now serves as treasurer on WAA’s national board. ‘

in Arlington National Cemetery. I visited his grave in
December 2011 and wondered what kind stranger had

placed a wreath on his grave.”

The kind stranger was a volunteer with Wreaths Across
America, an effort started in 1992 when Worcester Wreath
Company of Harrington, Maine, placed extra holiday
wreaths to honor those buried at Arlington. That effort
evolved into the Arlington Wreath Project and ultimately

into Wreaths Across America.

If you're wondering what a holiday-focused organization
does year-round, bear in mind that WAA’s reach in Texas
has grown 30%—from 86 cemeteries in 2017 to 112 in 2018
and more for 2019. Because wreath day in 2019 is December
14, Fuller and crew will not stop counting until the very last
day. Their motto is, “Any vet. Anywhere.”

Besides, as Fuller, a customer of Bryan Texas Utilities,
says, “Any day is a good day to thank a veteran.”

INFO » wreathsacrossamerica.org

1970s

1971 The Lyndon Baines John-
son Library and Museum, which
houses more than 45 million
pages of historical documents,
opens on the campus of the
University of Texas at Austin.

1975 Gloria Dean Randle Scott
of Houston becomes the first
black president of the Girl
Scouts of America.

1977 The National Women’s
Conference takes place in
Houston.

1980s

1982 Molly lvins begins writing
columns at The Dallas Times Her-
ald. In syndication, her columns
appeared in
350 papers
across the
us.

1987 More
than 700
music fans attend Austin’s inau-
gural South by Southwest festi-
val, which has evolved into a
major annual tech, music and
media event.

1990s

1990 Marguerite Ross Barnett
becomes president of the Uni-
versity of Houston and the first
black woman to lead a major
American university.

1992 Gov. Ann Richards buys
the first Texas Lottery ticket, a
Lone Star Millions scratch-off,
at an Austin feed store.

1993 West Texas A&M Univer-
sity in Canyon, which previously
went under several different
names, adopts its current name.

FULLER: CHRIS SALAZAR | TEC. WREATH: COURTESY WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA. IVINS: JOHN PIDEDA | GETTY IMAGES. BIG TEX: HEINERLE | DREAMSTIME.COM

TexasCoopPower.com

2012 Big Tex, the 52-foot-tall
mechanical cowboy that towered
over the State Fair of Texas for
60 years, catches fire and is
destroyed. His replacement
debuted the next year.
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STORY AND PHOTOS BY JULIA ROBINSON

IN THE

ARTISANS
INFUSE THEIR
SINGULAR
CREATIONS
WITH
UNCOMMON
PASSION

X X

THE MADE IN TEXAS moniker gets applied to so much
more than boots, hats and Texas-shaped tchotchkes.
I went in search of distinctive makers and found
diverse artisans with deep thoughts about the act of
creation. Whether fulfilling grand ambitions and
pushing the limits of a craft or rendering spiritual
communion and psychological healing, these Texans
use their minds and hands to transform raw materials
into objects of beauty and purpose.

This holiday season, let’s remember to invest in our
local makers. Here are a few from Co-op Country to

get you started.

See more of Julia Robinson’s work at juliarobinsonphoto.com.

8 Texas Co-op Power November 2019




¥ THE CHARACTER OF LEATHER X

ODIN CLACK wandered into a leather store one day
in 2012 and exited with $200 worth of goods and a
new curiosity. He wondered if he could make a lap-
top sleeve from the leather and began tinkering at
his dining room table. The graphic designer found
anew challenge in leathercraft and was soon mak-
ing wallets, belts and bags for family and friends.

“The thing I love about leather is that the way
itlooks to me is different from the way it will look
in a year from now. How we use it affects the way
it looks and feels,” Clack says. “Every dent and
scratch tells a story.”

In 2018, Odin Leather Goods moved out of the
family’s garage and into a workshop in Coppell,
near the Tri-County Electric Cooperative service
area. Odin and his wife, Rachelle, work with one
shop assistant to fulfill orders for their wide range
of products. “When people buy local, they know
their dollars are going towards daycare and swim-
ming lessons and supporting a local family,” Clack
says. “It also trickles down because I buy my mate-
rials and hardware from other U.S. companies.”

ODINLEATHERGOODS.COM

November 2019 Texas Co-op Power 9
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X FORGED WITH HEART X

J. ALEX RUIZ has always loved making things
with his hands. He spent his childhood sculpting
and crafting historical replicas, which led him
to study archaeology in college, where he dis-
covered the tools and crafts of long ago.

Apenchant for colonial-era ironwork brought
him into a blacksmith shop, where he made
functional ironworking tools like bladesmithing
tongs, hammers and knives.

As amaker, Ruiz feels a deep kinship to those
historic people we learn about through artifacts.
“When I go to museums and look at historical
weapons or ironwork, I like to see the flaws,”
he says. “As someone who actually makes these
things, I can spot if something has been broken
and fixed.”

Ruiz, a member of Karnes Electric Cooper-
ative, began teaching and performing demon-
strations around Texas and earned a spot on
the History Channel’s Forged in Fire competi-
tion, where he won $10,000 for a medieval
horseman’s battle axe. Volundr Forge is Ruiz’s
business that he runs part time from his home
in Adkins. It’s not uncommon for his shop to
reach 120 degrees, and there is a 16-week back-

log for his custom knives. “My market is the
everyday guy that wants something handmade
that’s going to last a lifetime,” he says.

VOLUNDRFORGE.COM

TexasCoopPower.com
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X JEWELRY AND TIME HEAL ALL THINGS X

In 2006, TARA HUTCHINSON was serving her 10th year as a soldier—a military police
sergeant on deployment in Irag—when a truck she was in was hit by an improvised
explosive device. Hutchinson lost her right leg above the knee and suffered a traumatic
brain injury that left her with muscle tremors and difficulty controlling fine motor skills.

“I couldn’t use my hands to do anything after my injury,” Hutchinson says. “I
couldn’t write. I couldn’t feed myself. I had no control over my hands at all.”

The loss of a career she loved and her independence sent Hutchinson into a
deep depression. “I definitely contemplated suicide on multiple occasions because
I couldn’t see any kind of a worthwhile future for myself,” she says.

A physical therapist suggested she find a new hobby to help her regain muscle
strength, and Hutchinson found jewelry making. “Before that, I didn’t even own
any jewelry at all,” Hutchinson says. “I was in the Army and playing in the dirt with
the guys.”

She took a class, and after making jewelry for six months, Hutchinson’s jerky
hand movements were smoothed out. Making gave her new purpose and new hope.
She spent two years researching jewelry making and became a master goldsmith.

Hutchinson runs Tara Hutch Jewelry out of her home studio in San Antonio.
“Now to be able to help women feel beautiful is the most amazing thing ever,” she
says. “People can take home something that reminds them that if I can make it
through this hard time, anyone can.”

TARAHUTCHJEWELRY.COM

TexasCoopPower.com
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X THE FIBER OF OUR BEING X

MAURA GRACE AMBROSE studied textile design and fiber arts at the Savannah College of Art and Design
in Georgia, where she found a passion for natural dyes and quilting. “The natural dyes were soft and
chalky and harmonious, and it played into the poetic, beautiful parts of art,” says Ambrose, a Bluebonnet
Electric Cooperative member. “The colors were alive because they came from something that was alive.”

Ambrose runs Folk Fibers from her home studio in Bastrop, where she forages and tends an organic
garden for plant-based dyes. It takes about 250 hours to make a bed-sized quilt with Ambrose’s process
of natural dying and hand stitching. “I can’t compromise on the process because that’s what makes
them special and makes them an heirloom,” she says.

For Ambrose, making is a creative expression, the revival of an ancient process and a way to connect
to acommunity. “The long-term goal is to teach, spread the word and inspire others,” she says. “In those
exchanges and conversations, nothing else matters. The women become so empowered to make quilts A
themselves.” L

-
e

FOLKFIBERS.COM
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X WORKING WITH WOOD X

RYAN DRAPELA grew up selling watermelons
near his home in El Campo, southwest of Hous-
ton. “I was born with the hustle,” Drapela says.
He sold small skateboards in third grade, duct
tape wallets in middle school, and candy and
jerky in high school.

“We grew up super broke,” explains Drapela,
a member of Wharton County Electric Coop-
erative. “I started buying all my school clothes
and supplies myself in the seventh grade.”
Drapela walked into his high school woodshop
and found a new business opportunity creating
cutting boards from wood scraps. His offerings
expanded to clipboards, bottle-cap tabletops
and custom plaques. The orders from his Etsy
store kept growing.

In May 2019, Drapela earned his degree and
the title of Entrepreneur of the Year from Texas
A&M University’s agriculture school. He runs
Drapela Woodworks with 15 employees ful-
filling 1,000 orders a week for his Man Stands
docking stations. “I grew and grew from per-
sistence and hard work, not pure talent, not
pure intellectual knowledge,” he says. “Just from
working harder, longer and more consistently
than competitors.” For Drapela, his success is a
measure of his ability to create change in the
world, whether it’s a new product or jobs for the
local economy. “Whatever I'm doing, it’s a way
to chase my capacity,” he says.

DRAPELAWOODWORKS.COM

‘ElMADE FITURE
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BROTHER AUGUSTINE
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X DIVINE INTERVENTION X

Tucked into the gentle hills of Christoval,
20 miles south of San Angelo, you’ll find the
Mount Carmel Hermitage Monastery, where
the HERMITS OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY OF
MOUNT CARMEL make breads, jellies, fudge and
honey. In 1991, Father Fabian, a priest from San
Angelo, founded the hermitage with $2,000.
Until 1994, he lived alone in aremote house. “He
had the vision, the grace and the leap of faith to
give it all up and start from zero,” says Brother
Martin, who joined the hermitage in 2001.

“Monks have always worked to support
themselves by their own hands,” Martin says.
“There is a beautiful relation between making
food and the idea of communion. We are making
something that people are going to put into
their bodies for their sustenance and enjoy-
ment, and there’s acommunion of spirit there.”

Today, the eight monks of the Mt. Carmel
Hermitage live in silence and solitude. “Our
orderis avery simple order,” Martin says. “We’re
not interested in scholarly work or writing
papers or books. We just try to pray and work
and maybe we do badly sometimes, but we try.
We try hard.”

The hermitage has a gift shop and an online
store from which they ship all over the world.

CARMELITEHERMITS.ORG

TexasCoopPower.com
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Its Time To Bake Pecan  ‘ad /* Give the Gift of
e T ..'#- Authentic Texas BBQ

Treats for the Holidays! gt
By

No one knows BBQ like the

oldest joint in Texas. Surprise the
bbg-lover in your family with any
of our savory, hand-made barbeque
items, shipped nationwide.

Berdoll’s has been family-owned Eﬁ
; for 40 years. We provide delicious
y —— chocolate pecans, honey glazed
pecans, pecan pies and more!

Let us ship for you or stop by our

retail store for gifts and take your L -~ i

piituretwith ougr stquirrel,tMs. éearl. ﬂ*ﬁﬁa ‘M

512-321-6157 -
berdoll.com southsidemarket.com
Texas Red Grapefruit 2020 Texas

and Avocados Sunrise Calendar

Always a gift in good taste!
Orchard-fresh grapefruit and
other Texas products are all

Large 20-by-15 inch calendar
with 12 watercolors of Texas
sunrises by Texas State Artist

hand-selected, carefully packed AuGusT ﬁ-_-_-_::-.--:_-7.-_-.----'-._--.7---- wu | George Boutwell. $12.50 plus
and shipped to be delivered just " i i I ] sales tax and $3.50 shipping.
in time for the holidays. L Ir ¥ W | Quantity prices on website.

1-800-580-1900
www.crockettfarms.com

1-800-243-4316
gboutwell.com

Stop Arm Bruises and
Protect Thin Skin

Soft leather protective sleeves
contour to hands and arms.
Comfortable and very effective
at preventing injuries. Useful in
many situations, and provides
adjustable airflow. See website
for all the benefits!

Fresh “New Crop”
Pecans

New crop pecans, chocolate-
covered nuts, bakers boxes,
specialty gift baskets, fudge,
pecan pies. Our very own
specialty roasted and salted
pecans & gifts galore!

325-356-3616
www.sorrellsfarms.com

651-492-4830
www.armchaps.com

TexasCoopPower.com November 2019 Texas Co-op Power 15




Since 1896

No Other Fruitcake Comes Close!
GULLIN STHEET BAKEHY A different from ording;y store-hought as night and day!

World
Famous
Deluxe®

Fruitcake

Shipping on orders
over $55.00

Each cake comes
in its own tin

you've tasted Collin Street DeLuxe®
ruitcake! It truly puts ordinary fruitcake
to shame. This is why people around the
world have come back to us year after year,

you haven't tasted REAL fruitcake until

Pineapple . ordering our fruitcake as gifts for their
Pecan Cake Apricot families, friends - and themselves! We honor
Pecan Cake . : : that trust with every sir}gle order, using t.he
No. 101 Regular Size DeLuxe® (11b. 14 0z., serves 16-20). . . .. ...+ xvn.. .. 829.95 e ey o
No. 102 Medium Size DeLuxe® (2 1bs. 14 0z.,serves24-30) . ............. $42.95  moist and delicious.
No. 113 Apricot Pecan Cake (11b. 14 0z.,serves 16-20) . . .......coovten.. $36.95 0“};;;;22:;?3;[ have ever tasted
No. 175 Apricot Pecan Cake (21bs. 14 0z.,serves24-30) ................. $49.95  (including my mothers).” 4
No. 115 Pineapple Pecan Cake (11b. 14 0z.,serves 16-20) ................ $36.95  Lhroughout the office it was unanimous that
none of us had ever met a fruitcake we liked.
No. 149 Pineapple Pecan Cake (21bs. 14 0z.,serves24-30) ............... $49.95  We had one of your FABULOUS DeLuxe®
Fruitcakes at work this past week and changed
FREE STANDARD U.S. SHIPPING ON ORDERS OVER $55. our tune.”
For orders under $55, please add $6.95 per U.S. shipment, for products above. ” i made st the A Llike 1%2;’3‘5‘53
Not valid on orders previously placed. Not valid with other offers. fruit and nuts - I am almost ashamed to say
. that 1 consumed one whole one myself - in the
Offer expires December 10, 2019. pace of a week I hasten to add.”
Order at www.collinstreet.com or phone 1-800-292-7400
r-- - - - ---------=-=-=-=-=-=- =-=-n"
Name [] Visa [] MasterCard [ ] American Express [ ] Diners Club [] Discover
Street Please send order/gift list to:
| city State__ Zip Collin Street Bakery OFFER CODE | |
P.0. Box 79, Corsicana, TX 75151 910334
|Card # Bp. Check [] Money Order [] Credit Card : |
O (] Money [ Credi Required

I_Signature
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THE BIGGEST SALE OF THE YEAR

BLACK FRIDAY

PR,

SALE

YOUR WINDOW gﬂ&h;ngIDT?SWN
PROJECT U irerest

Please ask ab’\j‘ut_ our otherr] amazing Enance options.

INimum purcnase require R

SALE ENDS 11/29. CALL FOR A FREE IN-HOME DESIGN CONSULTATION

“"ADDITIONAL DISCOUNT

When You Replace 10+ Windows

Renewal & & CALL (469) 606-5229

b &
WyAvrvlders“?n mandeecomany FDA@Ofdfw.com

*Qffer not available in all areas and ends 11/29/19 and appointment must occur within 7 days of the initial contact. Discount applies to minimum required purchase. $0
payments and deferred interest for 24 months available to well qualified buyers on approved credit only. Financing is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered
financial institutions without regard to race, color, religion, national origin, sex or familial status. Any finance terms advertised are estimates only, and all financing is provided

by third-party lenders unaffiliated with Renewal by Andersen retailers, under terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and such lender, all subject to credit
requirements. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are marks of Andersen Corporation. ©2019 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved.
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Bring Home a $100,000 Bill
And SAVE $99,970.05!
Have you ever dreamed of holding a $100,000 bill in Limited Mintage — Secure Yours NOW!
your hands? For this first-ever release, only 5,000 of these Series

1934 $100,000 Gold Certificate Currency Strikes were

Now you can Itake. homfe a gold cur rency adaptation produced. These are the very first of their kind, created
featuring the iconic design of the Series 1934 $100,000 with 100mg of 99.9%

Gold Certificate, struck in gold and produced under
license to the Smithsonian®!

pure gold. They’re FPMGE === O GEM
already going fast, and e

99.9% Pure Gold History In Your Hands f(})‘ﬁre(fur;(iiflliltﬁlgiowl
In 1934, the U.S. Government issued $100,000 Gold willgremain ‘0 our falzlz[
Certificates—but they were never meant for general Don’t let this shinin '
circulation. The United States had left behind the gold old piece of Ameri cgana
standard the year prior, and were in need of a new way to goap b
transfer large amounts of wealth between Federal Reserve bass you ?I—secure El‘"h.‘"h"i;“y strike comes seé’é;‘i in a }'f"e“iw
banks. The $100,000 Gold Certificate legally represented yours nows plastic holdier o preserve fls GEM condition

its worth in gold, and didn’t require a forklift to move. 1934 Smithsonian $100,000 24k Gold Certificate

. 29. .
By 1960, the notes had served their purpose, and most $29.95 ea. + s/h

were destroyed. Only a small number still exist, including FREE SHIPPING on 5 or More! Limited time only. Product total

. . over $149 before taxes (if any). Standard domestic shipping only. Not valid on
notes held by the Smithsonian. previous purchases.

100mg of 99.9% Pure Gold Call today toll-free for fastest service
These Series 1934 $100,000 Currency Strikes bear a 1 - 8 8 8 - 8 7 0 - 63 5 1
design based on the Smithsonian’s originals—a portrait
of President Woodrow Wilson, along with the official Opf,g,esf mggg&ggﬁ%?ﬁ;lpl

Smithsonian sunburst. Best of all, they come minted in
100 mg of 99.9% pure (24k) gold!

» GOVMINT.COM®

GovMint.com = 14101 Southcross Dr. W., Suite 175, Dept. SHN274-01 = Burnsville, MN 55337

GovMint.com® is a retail distributor of coin and currency issues and is not affiliated with the U.S. government. The collectible coin market is unregulated, highly speculative and involves risk. GovMint.com
reserves the right to decline to consummate any sale, within its discretion, including due to pricing errors. Prices, facts, figures and populations deemed accurate as of the date of publication but may change
significantly over time. All purchases are expressly conditioned upon your acceptance of GovMint.com’s Terms and Conditions (www.govmint.com/terms-conditions or call 1-800-721-0320); to decline,
return your purchase pursuant to GovMint.com’s Return Policy. © 2019 GovMint.com. All rights reserved.



A 3DAYBLINDS CUSTOM BLINDS, SHADES, I

// YOU’LL LOVE THE TREATMENT SHUTTERS & DRAPERY

BUY 1 GET 1

O %
0
OFF

on Custom Blinds,

Call To Schedule Your FREE Shades & Drapery
In-Home Design Consultation

1-866-805-0710

or visit www.3DayOffer205.com

WE DESIGN, WE MEASURE, WE INSTALL, YOU RELAX!®

*Offer valid on 3 Day Blinds brand products only, excluding shutters and special orders. Buy 1 qualifying window covering and receive the 2nd qualifying window covering
of equal or lesser value at 50% off! Offer excludes installation, sales tax, shipping and handling. Not valid on previous purchases or with any other offer or discount.
Offer Code BGXB. Expires 1/31/20. 3 Day Blinds LLC has the following licenses: AZ ROC 321056, CA #1005986, CT HIC.0644950, NJ #13VH09390200, OR #209181,
PA #PA107656, WA #3DAYBDB842KS, Nassau County, NY Home Improvement License H01073101, Rockland County, NY #H-12401-34-00-00. © 2019 3 Day Blinds LLC.




Co-op News

HOUSTON COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

A Touchstone Energy” Cooperative ﬂ

Ol

ANNUAL
REPORT

80 Incredible Years

| A SPECIAL MESSAGE FROM

EIGHTY YEARS IS A LONG TIME TO SUSTAIN A BUSINESS, SO IT
was with great pride that we recently held our 80th annual
meeting. It gave us a chance to revisit our history, and in doing
so, we can’t help wondering if our founding members realized
what impact they would have on the quality of life in the sur-
rounding communities? What was their vision and desire for
the future of Houston County EC? Did they know what effect
it would have on the local towns? We hope they would be
proud to see how much progress we’ve made and appreciate
our continued commitment to quality, local service. And as a
consumer, a member and an owner of Houston County Elec-
tric Cooperative, we want you to be proud too.

As we consider the progress our coop has made, we’d like to
update you on some of our accomplishments from the past year.

» With much effort following a few unforeseen events, our
new Weldon transmission line and substation were energized.
The project, which came in under budget, will be a long-term
power reliability improvement for our membership.

» A methodical line patrol program was implemented to
inspect our entire system on an annual basis, and we have
almost completed our first pass. The primary purpose of this
program is to ensure the safety and reliability of our system by
looking for hazard trees, clearance issues, and general mainte-
nance items. We also identify and retire idle transformers to
reduce line loss.

» We worked on outage restoration, outage restoration, and
more outage restoration. In the spring, we thought the storms
were never going to end. There was one week in particular
that dealt us a terrible hand, and put the skills and the
endurance of our crews and contract crews to the test.
Between tornados and high winds, we restored service to thou-
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GENERAL MANAGER KATHI CALVERT AND
BOARD PRESIDENT DAN COURMIER

sands and replaced over 160 broke poles from April 13th -
April 21st. This single week of storms accounts for 27% of all
our outage hours over the last five years.

¢ Our underground line extension continues expanding.
Our new members appreciate the aesthetics of the project
while existing members will benefit over time with lower
right-of-way maintenance expense associated with under-
ground powerlines.

In addition to our past projects, we would also like to share
our plans for the future as we continue to strive to serve you
better by providing affordable, reliable power.

¢ In the last few months, we received approval to proceed
with our ERCOT load transfer. We had anticipated completion
by this point, but we are excited to have the ability to proceed
with this project next year to maintain affordable service for
our members.

e Our solar project on Highway 21 with Hecate is another
project that was, unfortunately, delayed this year. Currently
we project the solar installation will be in service by the end of
2020. This project is financially beneficial and provides gener-
ation diversity to our portfolio.

« Following the devastation brought on by the spring storm
season and the financial hit we incurred, we were not in a posi-
tion to consider the construction of a new building. However,
we continue to face significant maintenance and safety con-
cerns with our cracked foundation. Next year you will see more
communication about replacing our aging office building.

As we look forward to year eighty-one, remember - you are
a part of Houston County Electric Cooperative’s legacy and are
helping to create a bright future for a new generation of mem-
ber-owners, just like our founding members did for us.

houstoncountyelec.com
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from your friends at

Houston County Electric!
Olffice Closures: November 28 & 29

VE MILLHOUSE

houstoncountyelec.com

Houston County
Electric Cooperative

P.O. Box 52, Crockett, TX 75835

GENERAL MANAGER
Kathi Calvert

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Dan Courmier, President

Kennon Kellum, Vice President
Mitchell Huff, Secretary-Treasurer
Mary L. Pearl Adams

William Emmons

Kay Reed

Charles “Chuck” Siems

Grady Wakefield

David Whittlesey

Contact Us

TO REPORT A POWER OUTAGE,
CALL OUR 24-HOUR HOTLINE

1-800-970-4232 toll-free

BUSINESS HOURS
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

CUSTOMER SERVICE

For general information
during business hours
(936) 544-5641 local
1-800-657-2445 toll-free

To report an outage, press 1.

To make a payment over the phone
or speak with a member services
representative, press 2.

For electrical connects, transfers and
disconnects or any other problem with
your electrical service, press 3.

Para hablar con un representate que
habla espanol, presione 4.

FIND US ON THE WEB
houstoncountyelec.com
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CELEBRATING 75 YEARS
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HOUSTON COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

BALANCE SHEET

AS OF JUNE 30, 2019 2018
Net Utility Plant $ 85,846,583 $ 77,077,075
Investments in Assoc. Organizations 16,913,846 16,116,743
Current and Accrued Assets 15,457,427 15,051,192
Deferred Debits 1,478,216 1,142,709
Total Assets $119,696,072 $109,387,719
Patronage Capital $ 74,357,544 $ 74,261,460
Long-Term Debt 34,453,438 21,885,570
Current and Accrued Liabilities 10,848,260 13,172,830
Deferred Credits 36,830 67,859
Total Liabilities $119,696,072 $109,387,719
STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS

Sale of Electric Power $41,851,772 $42,934,565
Total Revenue $41,851,772 $42,934,565
Purchased Power 26,602,372 27,382,195
Operations and Maintenance 6,078,309 5,504,055
Consumer and Customer Service 991,319 1,082,202
Administration and General 2,166,437 2,236,956
Depreciation 5,062,964 4,640,222
Taxes 71,715 72,449
Interest 926,062 947,835
Other Deductions 296,104 107,959
Total Expense $42,195,282 $41,973,873
Operating Margins -343,510 960,692
Nonoperating Revenue—Interest 483,446 449,326
Nonoperating Margins—Other 104,958 164,404
Other Capital Credits 854,121 773,083
Total Margins 1,099,015 2,347,505

22 Texas Co-opPower HOUSTON COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE November 2019
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STATISTICS
Miles of Line 5,158 Meters by County
Underground 6 Anderson m—— 3,218
Transmission 25 Angelina = 281
Overhead 5,127 Cherokee 19
Number of Members 15,127 Freestonen 74
Number of Meters 23,516 Houston m—— 3,735
Residential 79% Leon —— 5,619
Seasonal 12% Madison mmm 879
Commercial 9% Trinity e 2,409
Meters per Mile of Line 4.2 Walker m 292

ATLANTIC

OUTSTANDING MEMBER SERVICE

New Members Mobile App Downloads Number of Phone Payments
985 2,931 101,017

SAFETY: OUR PRIORITY

Total Calls
129,719
Hours Without Lost Time Miles Driven
140,547 867,191

SERVICE YOU CAN COUNT ON

Miles of Rights-of-Way Cut Dead Trees Removed
858 585

Miles of Conductor Change

24

Kilowatt-Hours Used by HCEC Members
401,058,381 [

houstoncountyelec.com November 2019 HOUSTON COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE Texas Co-op Power 23




HOUSTON COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

HCEC EMPLOYEES

Our employees call the communities we serve home, too. We live here
and we volunteer here. Our members are more than that: They are our
friends and neighbors. Because of this, we work hard to ensure we
deliver the best service possible. Today and tomorrow, we're here for you.

MANAGEMENT

Kathi Calvert General Manager Charlie Gardner Staking-Field Services Manager

Lynne Erickson Human Resources Manager Sarah Goolshy Member Service Supervisor

Stacy Freeman Director of Transmission Mike Lane Director of Distribution Operations
Operations Gary White Chief Financial Officer

EMPLOYEES

Juan Arvizu Assistant Warehouseman Sonja Key Accounting Manager

Jasper Barnett Utility Arborist Il Kelby Koehler Communications Specialist

Riley Barrett Third-Class Lineman Allen Lawrence Construction Crew Foreman

Jeremy Bobbitt Construction Crew Foreman Jason LeBlanc GIS-Desktop Technician

Trevor Brooks Second-Class Lineman Perry Little First-Class Lineman

Jeff Brown First-Class Lineman Randy Lively Construction Crew Foreman

Duane Burleson Substation Foreman Elliott Marshall Utility Arborist |

Brenda Byrd Operations Clerk David McKinney First-Class Lineman

Kyle Campbell Line Staking Technician Ruth Millhouse Member Service Representative

Casey Corry First-Class Lineman Steve Millhouse Energy Solutions Specialist

Cody Currie Vehicle Maintenance Supervisor Cliff Moore Serviceman

Justin Currie First-Class Lineman Brandon Neal First-Class Lineman

Donny Davis Helper Samantha Noyola Dispatch Supervisor

Cody Duke Third-Class Lineman Erin Pemberton-Horace Dispatcher

Dan Fedak First-Class Lineman Shannon Pickens Dispatcher

Keith Ferguson
Curtis Franklin
Justin Golden
Kraig Goolshy
Cody Hammons
David Hildebrand
Huntter Hollis
David Howard
Bobby Hutcherson
Aurora Ibarra
Tim Johnson
Cherry Kellum

Warehouseman

Third-Class Lineman
Dispatcher

Construction Crew Foreman
Member Service Representative
Serviceman

Second-Class Lineman
Meter Data Manager
Serviceman

Cashier

Serviceman

AP/Payroll Clerk

Brandon Quillin
Russell Rivers
Clint Rosser

Dean Shupak
Carla Smiley
Joseph Smoldas
Megan Spellman
Shelby Vance
Leanne Westbrook
Doug Whitehead
Larry Wickersham
Freddy Wilson

Second-Class Lineman
Serviceman
Maintenance Assistant
Member Service Representative
Cashier

Third-Class Lineman
Senior Billing Analyst
Network Administrator
Dispatcher

First-Class Lineman
Right-of-Way Foreman
Line Staking Technician

24 Texas Co-op Power HOUSTON COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE November 2019
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EMPLOYEE SERVICE AWARDS

Stacy Freeman Russell Rivers Kathi Calvert
30 YEARS 15 YEARS 10 YEARS
5 YEARS

Cody Currie Kelby Koehler Steve Millhouse Freddy Wilson

4

WE'RE HERE FOR YOU. -\

-
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HOUSTON COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

2019 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

By B
Camryn Craven Meredith Ecord Jalyn Fletcher Blake Georg Railey Hardin
Texas A&M University Texas A&M University Sam Houston Texas A&M University East Texas
State University Baptist University

Jenna Holloway Bailey Ingle J.D. Martin Jared Miller Taylor Pennington

Texas A&M University  Texas A&M University Sam Houston Texas State Sam Houston
State University Technical College State University

2019 ETREYS DELEGATES AND YOUTH DIRECTOR

TEREX

I t ‘ ‘: ‘ ‘ E f— Front row, from left: Angel Schave and Katie Bradshaw. Second row, from left: Khushi Bhatt, Meredith
Tuggle, Caitlyn Pyle, Youth Director Hannah York, Lizbeth Marquez, Sydnee Craven and Caleigh Wylie.

Third row, from left: Nathan Lyons, Makerra Pope, Bryce Owens, D’Aarion Moreland and Aaron Barclay.

2019 YOUTH TOUR PARTICIPANTS
(T e

-

Cade Noble Hailey Dixon
Latexo High School Slocum High School

26 Texas Co-op Power HOUSTON COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE November 2019 houstoncountyelec.com
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CONCERN FOR COMMUNITY

In addition to our daily role in providing reliable power to our members, we also add value to
the communities we serve by participating in career days at local high schools, teaching ele-
mentary school students the importance of electrical safety and taking part in community
events. We make donations to charitable foundations and local volunteer fire departments. Our
employees volunteer for many different organizations throughout our area, such as little league
sports and service clubs, along with other community outreach activities.

houstoncountyelec.com November 2019 HOUSTON COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE Texas Co-op Power 27



Give friends and family
the Best of Texas
this holiday season.

Texas Co-op Power presents a collection of best-loved recipes
from two of our most popular cookbooks ever, the Typically
Texas (ookbook and The Second Typically Texas Cookbook.

This cookbook is filled with more than 700 recipes, et
including more than 300 dessert recipes.

Order online at TexasCoopPower.com and put The Best of
Typically Texas Cookbook in your kitchen for only $29.95
(price includes tax, shipping and handling).

To order by mail, send a check or money order
payable to TEC for $29.95 to Best of Typically
Texas Cookbook, 1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor,
Austin, TX 78701.

From the publishers of Texas (o-op Power

Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery.

P Brin g Texas
nature home
for the holidays.

Texas Co-op Power presents an illustrated
Seashells of Texas poster by artist Aletha
St. Romain, 20x16 inches, suitable for framing.

P
Ay &

Wy

g
i
A\

Order online at TexasCoopPower.com
for only $20 (price includes tax, shipping
and handling).

Bonus offer: Get 2 posters shipped to the
same address for just $30.

e Lok

Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery.

From the publishers of TEXASEIH]PP“WE“

22 Texas Co-op Power November 2019 TexasCoopPower.com



“To you, it’s the perfect lift chair.
To me, it's the best sleep chair I've ever had.”

— J. Fitzgerald, VA

You can’t always lie down in bed and
sleep. Heartburn, cardiac problems,

hip or back aches - and dozens of other
ailments and worries. Those are the nights
you’d give anything for a comfortable chair to
sleep in: one that reclines to exactly the right
degree, raises your feet and legs just where
you want them, supports your head and
shoulders properly, and operates at the touch
of a button.

Our Perfect Sleep Chair® does all that
and more. More than a chair or recliner,

it’s designed to provide total comfort.
Choose your preferred heat and
massage settings, for hours of soothing
relaxation. Reading or watching TV?

Our chair’s recline technology allows you

to pause the chair in an infinite number

of settings. And best of all, it features a
powerful lift mechanism that tilts the entire
chair forward, making it easy to stand. You'll

REMOTE-CONTROLLED
EASILY SHIFTS FROM FLAT TO

A STAND-ASSIST POSITION

Because each Perfect Sleep Chair is a custom-made bedding product, we can only accept returns on chairs that are damaged or defective.
© 2019 firstSTREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc.

NEW

Footrest extension
for better support
head to toe

love the other benefits, too. It helps with
correct spinal alignment and promotes back
pressure relief, to prevent back and muscle
pain. The overstuffed, oversized biscuit style
back and unique seat design will cradle you
in comfort. Generously filled, wide armrests
provide enhanced arm support when sitting
or reclining. It even has a battery backup
in case of a power outage.

White glove delivery included in shipping
charge. Professionals will deliver the chair to
the exact spot in your home where you want
it, unpack it, inspect it, test it, position it, and
even carry the packaging away! You get your
choice of stain and water repellent synthetic
DuraLux with the classic leather look or plush
microfiber in a variety of colors to fit any
decor. Call now!

The Perfect Sleep Chair®

1-888-651-1874

Please mention code 109006 when ordering.

Long Lasting DuralLux
~ Tan  Chocolate Burgundy  Blue
Yy Il E
DuralLux II Microfiber
Burgundy Cashmere Chocolate Indigo

ACCREDITED

| BUSIMESS

Rating of A+

46524



Texas USA

Finders Weepers

Treasure discovered in 1885 led to trouble for a Bell County ranch hand

BY CLAY COPPEDGE

24 Texas Co-op Power November 2019

ONE DAY IN 1885, A YOUNG MAN NAMED
A.C. Urvin left the Turnbo Ranch near
Youngsport, in western Bell County, where
he worked as a hand, to visit his father
near Bertram in Burnet County. He crossed
the Lampasas River near the McBride
settlement and sat down on what he
thought was a rock to wring out his wet
socks. The rock turned out to be an old
stone jar full of gold and silver coins, some
dated as early as 1671.

Though Texas history is crammed with
stories about lost gold and silver—the Lost
Bowie Mine, Steinheimer’s silver, Jean
Lafitte’s buried booty—we don’t see a lot
of stories about found treasures. This story
turned out to be an exception. Urvin prob-
ably knew exactly what he’d found.

Stories of a Mexican treasure buried
somewhere in that area had been retold
for decades. Old-timers told of how groups
of Mexican miners and treasure hunters
had visited this section of the river for
many years, always looking for something.
They never told anybody what they were
looking for until one day, when a blabber-
mouth revealed that the object of their
pursuit was a large stone jar full of coins
and three metal chests filled with gold
and silver.

The locals kept a close eye on the treas-
ure hunters as they consulted their com-
passes and poked holes in the ground, but
after several days, the searchers always
went home empty-handed.

Urvin hadn’t been looking for the treas-
ure, but he did not go home empty-handed.
He put some of the coins in his pocket,
carefully concealed the jar and continued

on his way. That evening, at his father’s
house, a neighbor spied Urvin inspecting
the coins. Urvin told him he’d won the gold
playing poker, but the neighbor was skep-
tical. He told another neighbor, who was
likewise skeptical. Maybe they believed
that people don’t play poker with rare and
valuable Mexican coins. And the truth
was Urvin was lying.

Urvin returned the next day with his
brother to the spot where he’d concealed
the jar. The brothers filled a couple of bags
with more coins, then again hid the jar.
They returned to Bertram and told locals
Eugene Gahn and aman named McDonald
of their find. Soon, Urvin’s newfound
wealth was an open secret throughout the
region.

At that point, Urvin probably went to
Mexico to exchange the coins for Ameri-
can dollars. Though his fortunes had
increased, his reputation suffered. The
popular notion in Bell and Williamson
counties was that the “young man of in-
dustrious habits,” as the Belton Journal
described him, was actually a thief and
aliar.

“At Belton, the story did not go far until
it reached the ears of Moses Whitsitt,”
Harry Christmas wrote in a 1964 edition
of Real West magazine. “He went imme-
diately to the Belton Journal, telling the
editor that young Urvin was wanted for
theft. He [said] that a merchant named
Atkinson of Florence, who had been arare
coin collector, was robbed of his collection.
He further made the claim that young
Urvin’s alias was Maxwell.”

To defend himselfin the court of public

TexasCoopPower.com



JOHN KACHIK

AT . 4 '}“T‘m e
= |

o GO l.p-'#.-f -l

4 {"“ “ l.,.", ‘p..flf

W ﬂ'l‘“'

opinion, Urvin wrote a letter to the George-
town Sun. The letter appeared in the
August 13, 1885, edition and read: “Dear
Sirs; I found $11,300 in old Spanish coins
and have it now in U.S. currency. As to my
name, it is A.C. Urvin. I have both father
and mother and two brothers to prove my
connections. I am now living in the neigh-
borhood of Holland with G.T. Smith. I am
no thief or robber. I will be in Belton this
week to see you. I can prove as good a char-
acter, from my childhood down to this
time, as any man in Texas. Yours truly,
A.C.Urvin.”

Inreporting this, an El Paso paper con-
cluded, “The fact that Mr. Urvin found the
money seems to be well documented.”

TexasCoopPower.com

And that, as far as history knows, is the
end of the story.

We don’t know what became of the
three chests loaded with gold or if they
even existed. We don’t know what hap-
pened to Urvin because he disappears from
the historical record after that, but it’s safe
to assume he never worked on the Turn-
bo Ranch again. His $11,300 find in 1885
would be worth about $300,000 today.

Others may have made similar finds
but kept quiet about it to avoid just the
kind of trouble and suspicion that followed
Urvin after he claimed finders keepers on
that stone jar.

Clay Coppedge, a member of Bartlett EC, lives
near Walburg.
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My Grandmother and LBJ

How a persuasive woman helped start the school that launched Johnson’s career

BY LEE GADDIS

26 Texas Co-op Power November 2019

MY GRANDMOTHER FLORENCE CHILES
was born in 1878 in Lockhart. She married
John Terry Maltsberger in 1900, and they
ranched the South Texas brush country in
La Salle County. In the 1920s, they built a
house in Cotulla and continued to operate
ranches.

Florence was stylish, usually wearing
hats and gloves when in public. She was
Cotulla’s postmaster and was respected
and persuasive. She had a strong sense
of right and wrong and an instinct for
power. She appointed herself advocate
of the local Mexican American children,
and by the mid-1920s, she was actively
lobbying county leaders to build a school
for them.

She cared deeply for
the poor in her South
Texas community, who
lived in very difficult
conditions. There was
little education or
health care and no
social services. Most of
them labored in the
fields, working cotton,
beets or spinach crops.
And most of them did
not see a way out of
poverty.

She was able to grab
county leaders by the
nose and persuade them to support her
plan for a school. After working all of her
connections, she finally focused her efforts
on the county judge, G.A. Welhausen.
When she played her last card—proposing
to name a new school after Welhausen—

FLORENCE MALTSBERGER

the county commissioners knew she had
won. School bonds were approved in 1926,
and the school was built by 1927.

In 1928, 20-year-old Lyndon B. John-
son took a break from his studies at San
Marcos Teachers College, now Texas State
University, and accepted a teaching job at
Welhausen School to help cover his tuition
expenses. He was one of five teachers and
taught mathematics and history to 29 fifth,
sixth and seventh graders. He was shocked
at the poverty he saw and how little many
of the people had.

Johnson soon made friends with
my grandmother, who was known as
“La Florita,” and the two of them worked
on improving condi-
tions at the school.
There was no play-
ground equipment,
cafeteria or school
buses.

My grandmother
urged Johnson to help
lead the school, and
he was soon promoted
to principal. They en-
couraged Welhausen’s
primarily Spanish-
speaking pupils to
learn English and get
an education, know-
ing that it would open
doors for them. Johnson created oppor-
tunities for his students and organized
debates, spelling bees and physical educa-
tion activities.

Johnson soon learned that Florence
was his best champion for improving
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meetings and de-
mand funds for
books and equipment. They rolled their
eyes when she showed up, but she usu-
ally prevailed.

She persuaded city and county leaders
to dedicate a city block across the street
from the school as a park. Volunteers
came together and built walkways,
benches and a bandstand. The park was
named Florita Plaza in my grandmother’s
honor.

The school and park became the hub
of the Mexican American community.
There was a dance and celebration almost
every Saturday night. Florence arranged
for a surplus government building to be
moved to the park, and it served as a com-
munity center where she presided over

TexasCoopPower.com

many fundraising efforts, including a
massive annual rummage sale.

Working together, Johnson and Flo-
rence became lifelong friends, though
Johnson returned to college after a year
in Cotulla. The two of them corresponded
for years. Florence’s only granddaughter,
Terry Gay Puckett, attended a junior col-
lege in Washington, D.C., when Johnson
was then a senator, and he showed her all
the sights and even took her to Dwight
Eisenhower’s inauguration.

Florence spent the rest of her life advo-
cating for the Hispanic community, often
driving sick or injured people to Santa
Rosa Hospital in San Antonio. She worked
on immunization campaigns and food
drives and twisted arms for donations. She
was a great woman.

Florence died in June 1963, when John-
son was vice president. He sent a huge floral
arrangement for her funeral. Five months
later, in the most tragic way, he became
president of the United States.

Johnson traveled
to San Marcosin1965
to sign the Higher
Education Act, which
increased federal
funding for univer-
sities, creating scholarships and giving
low-interest loans to students. In a speech
that November day, he said, “I shall never
forget the faces of the boys and the girls
in that little Welhausen Mexican school,
and I remember even yet the pain of real-
izing and knowing then that college was
closed to practically every one of those
children because they were too poor. And
I think it was then that I made up my
mind that this nation could never rest
while the door to knowledge remained
closed to any American. So here, today,
back on the campus of my youth, that door
is swinging open far wider than it ever
did before.”

Lee Gaddis is chairman of T3, a marketing firm
founded by his wife, Gay.

Lyndon B. Johnson
with his first pupils
at the Welhausen
School in Cotulla
in1928.
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. NEVER SEAL
| | YOUR WOOD OR
.=imnge.| & CONCRETE AGAIN

PERMANENT ONE-TIME SOLUTION

BEFORE ] . BEFORE

« We clean, restore & permanently preserve your product.
- Prevents wood from rotting, decaying and further Free Estimates
damage from moisture.

» Repels mold, mildew & fungus growth.

« Prevents concrete from pitting, flaking, dusting and scaling. 844.481 .6862

« Prevents salt & alkali damage.

. Backed by technology. PermaSealUSA.com
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Entertowina b.m adegift
during our7oth’ Anniversary.

s NORTH TEXAS AUDIENCE
K Circulation 527,000 « Readership 1,212,100

If North Texas Is Your Market,
3
; 'f — & We’ve Got You Covered.
Target customers close to home with
SORRELLS FARMS PECANS the North Texas advertising section
of Texas Co-op Power. Be part of a

statewide magazine—without the
statewide cost. Call or email today.

TEXASCLOPPOWER

! Call: Elaine Sproull at (512) 486-6251
ENTER NOW at IexasCoopPower.com/contests Email: advertising@TexasCoopPower.com
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MARKETPLACE

BUY - SELL - TRADE-ACROSS TOWN-ACROSS TEXAS

“WE GOTCHA COVERED™
SHOPS - BARNS - CABIMS - WWW.SHOPSBUILT.COM

830-730-0515

B670 IH 35 N NMEw BRAUNFELE, TX

BUILDINGS OF ALL SIZES
Shops - Garages - Barns - Equipment Sheds - Barndominiums

SHOPS STARTING AT $10 300

ludes all labor and materials with 4" steel reinforced concrete slab with moi
10% nu neavy duty roll up door, one 3 foot steel entry door, oo aprons, ele:m:smb lDlr\ may e exlrai

FLOATING FISHING PIER

On your pond or lake, with or without roof.
All sizes—installation available.

ELLISON MARINE « FRANKLIN, TX
45 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE

Call for Free Information « (979) 820- 3000
www.ellisonmarine.com ¢ ellisonmarine@yahoo.com

e £ =
Hay/Horse Barns, Shops, Decks, Concrete Work and Pad Sites

Call Ron: 512-367-0428

SPRAY FOAM INSULATION

Open and Closed Cell
Houses | Metal Buildings | Shops

254-681-1498 « Bart.Koerth@gmail.com

TexasCoopPower.com

THE DEFINITION OF (5t

pei iy

GOLDEN CRESCENT
CONSTRUCTION
L custoy e nuEpc.

361-5673-617%

SHOPS-PATIOS-CARPORTS-HOMES 2
AG BUILDINGS-COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS

WWW.GCCBUILDINGS.COM

Bank C.D.’s Due?
CALL US NOW
TEXAS

1 '800'359'49 TOLL-FREE

www.mattsonfinancialservices.com
BLAKE MATTSDN (‘FP

COWBOY CHURCH OF m
LEE COBNTY L

“A PLACE T0 WORSHIP GOD WITH YOUR HAT AND BOOTS QN”

SUNDAYS
9 a.m. Coffee & Donuts
10 a.m. Worship

CLINICS
Barrel Racing
Calf Roping
Play Days

il -
2645 County Road 117 in Giddings, Texas

979.716.1068
facebook.com/Cowboy-Church-0f-Lee-County

WD METAL BUILDINGS

.l__-:

Erected Bulldmgs on Concrete Slabs

®

STEEL BUILDING SYSTEMS

25 Year Warranty e Easy Bolt-Together Design
Engineered Stamp Blueprints

Farm e Industrial e Commercial
940-304-8068
RHINOBUILDERS/TX INFO@RHINOBLDG.COM

ﬁ Tanks Alot

& Tanks to Fit Your Needs and Don’t Empty Your Wallet
Rainwater Harvesting
Water Storage Tanks
Fire Protection Tanks
\\ PIONEER

WATER TANKS

SKID STEER MOUNTED SHEAR “#
* /2" to 6" diameter trees and brush.
« Perfect for cedar, shin oak, persimmon, mesquite.

800-221-1054 8 am.-5p.m | wdmb.com

(512) 263-6830 » www.brushshark.com
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TCP E-newsletter

Get our best content
delivered to your
inbox every month!
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YOURM B@§<

SIUNUEA ODAY;

Feature stories,
recipe and photo
contest winners
and more—get it
all in the e-newsletter!

SIGN UP TODAY AT
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Alamo Survivor?

Legendary San Antonio character cast a convincing spell

BY GENE FOWLER

AS MUCH AS WE TEXANS HAVE
remembered the Alamo over the
past 183 years, you'd think we’d
have all the facts nailed down.
We don’t. Historians are still un-
certain about whether famed
Tennessean David Crockett died
during the battle or was executed
afterward.

And while we know that a
handful of noncombatants sur-
vived the battle, one often-told
story of survival remains uncon-
firmed. In the 1880s and 1890s,
the venerable Madam Candelaria
recounted her dramatic story of
attending to the deathly ill Jim
Bowie as Mexican soldados besieged the
mission-turned-fort.

In the late 1800s, a steady stream of
tourists and reporters visited her San
Antonio home to witness her passionate
retelling. New York newspapers reported
her account. Atlanta promoters sought to
book her for the 1895 Cotton States and
International Exposition. Souvenir pho-
tographs of her dignified countenance
abound.

Legend holds that in 1836, while man-
aging a San Antonio hotel frequented by
Texians, Madam Candelaria received a let-
ter from Sam Houston asking her to nurse
a typhoid-stricken Bowie. In one of her
accounts, she was gathering medicinal
herbs at 4 a.m. when she spied Santa
Anna’s approaching army and hurried to
the Alamo to sound the alarm.

Probably born in 1803 as Maria Andrea
Castafion near present-day Piedras Negras,

TexasCoopPower.com

Madam Candelaria holds a special place in San
Antonio lore.

Mexico, Madam Candelaria obtained her
sobriquet from the first name of her second
husband, Candelario Villanueva. A well-
known San Antonio figure before her
celebrity as an Alamo survivor, she oper-
ated a fandango parlor in the mid-1800s.
Memoirist Vinton Lee James described
the parlor as a place “where the beaux and
belles of San Antonio romped, played, and
danced to the sweet strains of the orchestra
and dined on the delicious dishes prepared
by Sefiora Candelaria’s own hand.” In 1883,
the San Antonio Light noted that she “keeps
a stand on Military Plaza” and “would like
all her old friends to give her a call.”
Though Texans were divided about
Candelaria’s story of surviving the Alamo
battle, the claim won her an annual state
pension of $150 in 1891. Historians remain

uncertain. Former Alamo curator-
historian Bruce Winders says he
finds her account unlikely.

The most recently published
version of the Handbook of Texas
stated that most historians believed
her story. An abridged account in
the online Handbook presents a
nuanced version by three authors.

One of the three, Maria Gomez,
Candelaria’s great-great-grand-
daughter, provided historical doc-
uments in 2011 for Paula Allen’s
San Antonio Express-News history
column. Among them, an 1899
Bowie genealogical text states, “A
Mexican woman known as an
experienced nurse was brought into the
building to attend [to Bowie] before it had
been surrounded.”

“My mother’s sisters very often trans-
lated for Madam Candelaria,” Gomez said.
“They told us that she always wore a long,
black apron with two pockets into which
she would put money that was given to
her by interested tourists.”

Whether her story was true or not, her
artistry inspired James to dub her “the
most outstanding female character in San
Antonio history.”

She often spoke of Crockett before her
death in 1899, recalling “lots of singing,
storytelling, and some drinking” at her
hotel after his arrival. “Crockett played
the fiddle, and he played it well, if I am
a judge of music.... He was one of the
strangest men I ever saw.”

Author Gene Fowler specializes in Texas travel
and history.
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THIS YEAR, we not only
celebrate Texas Co-op Power’s 75th
anniversary but also the 15th year of our
Holiday Recipe Contest. It all began when Anna
Ginsberg won with her White Chocolate Ribbon Pumpkin
Cake With Maple Glaze in 2005. Our contest was just
starting out, but when Ginsberg won the Pillsbury Bake-Off
just a few months later, we figured we knew how to pick a
winner. The winning recipes this year are no exception. The
grand prizewinning cheesecake is extra special because home-
made cookies make up the crust. The Best Sweet winner is an
ice cream—yes, ice cream is holiday food in Texas—that tastes
so much like Texas Sheet Cake you’ll do a double take. In the
Best Savory category, tangy seafood enchiladas stole the
show. And don’t miss the honorable mentions: bread
pudding with a twist and a breakfast stunner to
spice up a holiday morning. Let these recipes
inspire you to create your own new hol-
iday favorite! —SHANNON OELRICH

$1,000 GRAND PRIZE
Spiced Cookie -
Cheesecake With @
Caramel Sauce N
COURTNEY PERRY | TRI-COUNTY EC
“I only delved into cheesecake making

a few years ago but quickly became obsessed,”
Perry says. “The spice cookies provide the
crumby texture you get with a traditional graham
crust but have all the flavor and essence of the
holidays. | wanted to create a filling that would
keep people coming back for more, which meant
not too much one way or another. Velvety, but
not too dense. Sweet, but not overpowering. This
competition definitely has given me more confi-
dence in my baking knowing that people outside
of my inner circle enjoyed it as much as | did.”

SPICED COOKIES

%  cup (1 stick) unsalted butter, softened
Ya  cup sugar

Ya  cup brown sugar

Ya  teaspoon salt

Ya  teaspoon ground ginger

Ya  teaspoon ground cinnamon
Ya  teaspoon ground allspice
%  teaspoon ground clove

%  teaspoon ground nutmeg

1 egg

1%, teaspoons vanilla extract
1% cups flour

CRUST

Spiced Cookies, crumbled

Ya  cup brown sugar

Ya  teaspoon salt

Ya  cup (% stick) unsalted butter, melted

FILLING

2 eggs, separated

2 packages (8 ounces each) cream
cheese, softened

% cup brown sugar

12 teaspoons vanilla extract

Ya  teaspoon salt

Ya  cup sour cream

1% tablespoons flour

CARAMEL SAUCE

Y2 cup sugar

3 tablespoons butter, cubed
Ya  cup heavy whipping cream

1. SPICED COOKIES: Using a stand mixer,
beat butter and sugars until fully incorpo-
rated. Add salt and all spices. Add egg and
vanilla. Beat until ingredients are fully
mixed together. Add flour 14 cup at a time
until dough forms. Be sure not to overmix.
2. Wrap dough in plastic wrap and allow
to chill about 3 hours or until dough is
no longer tacky:.

3. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Line

cookie sheets with parchment. Form
chilled cookie dough into approximately
1-inch balls. Bake 17-20 minutes or until
edges are golden. Remove cookies from
oven and let cool on a wire rack.

4. CRUST: Line an 8-inch springform pan
with parchment.

5. In a bowl, combine crumbled spiced
cookies, brown sugar and salt. Stir in
melted butter until crumbs are coated.
Move crust mixture to springform pan and
press into bottom and up sides. Set aside.
6. FILLING: Preheat or lower oven to

325 degrees. In a stand mixer, beat egg
whites on high until stiff peaks form.

Set aside.

7. In a separate bowl, beat cream cheese
and brown sugar. Add egg yolks one at a
time. Beat on high until fully incorpo-
rated. Lower speed of mixer and add
vanilla, salt, sour cream and flour. Mix
until just incorporated. Fold beaten egg
whites into batter. Add batter to spring-
form pan. Wrap bottom of the pan and
up the sides with aluminum foil.

8. Create a water bath by putting the
springform pan into a roasting pan and
adding about 1 inch of hot water to the
outer pan. Bake 75 minutes or until cen-
ter is slightly jiggly. Turn off oven and
leave oven door open about 30 minutes
to allow cheesecake to cool slowly.
Remove from oven.

9. Once the cheesecake is fully cooled,
cover springform pan with aluminum
foil and allow cheesecake to chill in
refrigerator overnight.

10. CARAMEL SAUCE: Add sugartoa
saucepan over medium heat. Whisk until
sugar is fully melted. Remove from heat
and add butter. Whisk until incorpo-
rated. Slowly add heavy whipping cream
until fully incorporated. Let cool.

11. Remove cheesecake from spring-
form pan. Drizzle cooled caramel sauce
over top of cheesecake and serve.

» Serves 12.

November 2019 Texas Co-op Power 35



$500 BEST SWEET

Whipped Sheet

Cake Ice Cream

MARLON HAYGOOD | PEDERNALES EC ¥y
“This is my take on the classic 3 .

Texas sheet cake,” Haygood says.

“Starting with a whipped cream ice cream that
I've been making for years off the advice of a
good friend, | developed this decadent recipe.
What | love most is that the recipe is so easy
to adapt. I've added in dulce de leche, crushed
candy bars, even ice cream cone pieces. It has
a deliciously smooth taste that will please even
the most die-hard ice cream lovers.”
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2 cups heavy whipping cream

Ya  cup sugar

1  cup sweetened condensed milk
% cup cocoa powder

%  cup chopped pecans or walnuts
2 teaspoons vanilla extract

1. In alarge bowl, use a mixer on high
speed to whip cream until stiff peaks
form. Add sugar a small amount at a
time to aid in peak formation.

2. In a separate bowl, mix condensed
milk, cocoa powder, chopped nuts
and vanilla.

3. Fold the whipped cream into the
condensed milk mixture and transfer
to a freezer-safe covered container.
Freeze until firm, at least 24 hours.

» Serves 8-10.

$500 BEST SAVORY
Layered Redfish
Enchiladas

DENISE CRANE | VICTORIA EC

“My husband and | do not eat
meat (other than fish),” Crane writes.
“However, this dish has been enjoyed by many

of our meat-loving friends, and literally everyone

who has tried it has requested the recipe.”

2 large redfish fillets (1-12 pounds)

1 teaspoon salt, divided use

3 tablespoons olive oil

Y2 teaspoon ground black pepper

2 cloves garlic, minced

1 package (8 ounces) cream cheese,
softened

2 small cans (4 ounces each) mild diced

green chiles, drained

TexasCoopPower.com
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% cup canned black beans, drained
and rinsed

%2 cup canned corn, drained

1 pepper from can of chipotle peppers
in adobo sauce, chopped (or % tea-
spoon ground chipotle pepper)

2 tablespoons lime juice

1 teaspoon ground cumin

Y2 teaspoon chili powder

% cup packed fresh cilantro, finely
chopped

1 cup sour cream

1  jar (16 ounces) salsa verde

12 corn tortillas, quartered

2  cups shredded colby jack cheese,
divided use

Optional toppings: diced red onion,
chopped cilantro, cotija cheese,
avocado slices

TexasCoopPower.com

1. Sprinkle redfish fillets with 14 tea-
spoon salt each and let sit at room
temperature 20 minutes, then lightly
patdry.

2. Heat olive oil in a large skillet over
medium heat, then add fish, black pep-
per and garlic. Cook about 3 minutes on
each side, or until cooked through.

3. Reduce heat to low, and add cream
cheese, green chiles, beans, corn, chipo-
tle, lime juice, cumin, chili powder,
cilantro and remaining 12 teaspoon of
salt. With a spatula or spoon, fold
ingredients together in the pan while
breaking apart the fillets. When all
ingredients are thoroughly combined,
turn off heat.

4. In abowl, mix together the sour
cream and salsa verde to make the sauce.

Preheat oven to 375 degrees.

5. To assemble enchiladas, spoon about
1 cup of the sauce into the bottom of a
9-by-13-inch baking dish. Distribute

4 of the quartered tortillas across the
bottom of the dish. Spoon half of the
redfish filling onto tortillas. Top with
3/ cup shredded cheese, 4 more tor-
tillas and half of the remaining sauce.
Top with all remaining filling and half
of the remaining cheese. Add last 4 tor-
tillas and all of the remaining sauce.

6. Cover pan tightly with aluminum
foil and bake 30 minutes. Remove foil,
add remaining cheese and bake 10-15
minutes more, until cheese is melted
and bubbly. Top as desired with diced
red onion, chopped cilantro, cotija
cheese and avocado slices. » Serves 10-12.
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$250 HONORABLE MENTION
Breakfast
Campeones

VALERIE DOTY | COSERV

“| grew up in the Midwest and
had never had much Mexican food,”

Doty says. “I had never even heard of sausage
gravy or Frito pie. When | first moved to the
Dallas area, | only ate Mexican food in Mexican
restaurants. Slowly but surely, I've tried to add
some Mexican flair to some of my dishes, and
even gotten a little spicier each year. We all liked
this breakfast so much... | started calling it
Breakfast Campeones—breakfast of champions.”

12 large jalapefno peppers

8-10 slices bacon, fried and crumbled

1  dozen eggs

-1 teaspoon salt, to taste

4  green onions, chopped

1 cup shredded cheddar jack cheese
1% teaspoons dried cilantro

1% teaspoons ground cumin

1 teaspoon dried oregano

12 slices colby jack cheese

IF YOUR RECIPE IS FEATURED,
YOU’LL WIN A TCP APRON!

$100 Recipe Contest

April’s recipe contest topic is Farmers
Market. Send your favorite veggie-driven
recipe made with Texas produce. The
deadline is November 10.

ENTER ONLINE at TexasCoopPower.com/contests; MAIL to 1122
Colorado St., 24th Floor, Austin, TX 78701; FAX to (512) 763-3401.

Include your name, address and phone number, plus your co-op
and the name of the contest you are entering.
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1. Line a large rimmed baking sheet
with aluminum foil, shiny side down.
Cut the jalapefios in half lengthwise
and scoop out the seeds and ribs with

a grapefruit spoon. Lay the peppers on
the foil, open side up.

2. Fry bacon and remove to drain on
paper towels. Remove most of the grease
from the pan, then scramble the eggs in
the same pan, adding salt to taste.

3. Preheat oven to 375 degrees. In a
mixing bowl, crumble the bacon and
add scambled eggs, green onions,
shredded cheese, cilantro, cumin and
oregano. Stir until everything is evenly
distributed.

4. Spoon a little of the mixture into
each pepper half. Cut slices of cheese in
half (making 24). Lay a half slice of
cheese across the top of each stuffed
pepper. Bake the peppers for 20-30
minutes, until the cheese starts to
brown. Cool 5 minutes before serving.
» Serves 12.

$250 HONORABLE MENTION
Maple Bread
Pudding

With Toasted
Bourbon Pecans
KITTIELE POTTS | BOWIE-CASS EC
“There seems to be three things you can always
find in our home: pecans, maple syrup and Texas
bourbon,” Potts says. “l just started combining
everything until | came up with something that
worked. The consensus was this was fantastic,
and everyone asked for more.”

PUDDING

4 eggs

1% cups sugar

1  cup lightly packed light brown sugar

2 cups whole milk

2 cups heavy whipping cream

%  cup (1 stick) salted butter, melted

1 tablespoon vanilla extract

1 teaspoon ground cinnamon

1 loaf French bread, torn into 1-inch
pieces

I

MAPLE SAUCE

3 tablespoons salted butter

1 cup sugar

% cup lightly packed light brown sugar
2 tablespoons cornstarch

1% cups heavy whipping cream

Y2 cup pure maple syrup

1 tablespoon vanilla extract

PECANS

3 tablespoons salted butter

Ys cup pure maple syrup

Y cup bourbon

3% tablespoons brown sugar

1 cup roughly chopped pecans

1. PUDDING: Preheat oven to 350
degrees. Grease a 9-by-13-inch pan.

2. In alarge bowl, whisk eggs and sugars
until thoroughly combined. Add milk,
cream, butter, vanilla and cinnamon,
and mix well. Add bread pieces into the
mixture until the liquid has been
absorbed. Pour into pan.

3. Bake approximately 55 minutes or
until pudding is firm.

4. MAPLE SAUCE: Melt butterin a
saucepan on low heat. In a bowl, mix
together sugars and cornstarch. Pour
into the melted butter and continue to
cook on low heat, stirring constantly
until sugars are dissolved. Add in cream,
maple syrup and vanilla; mix thoroughly.
Set aside.

5. PECANS: In a skillet on low heat, melt
butter. Slowly add maple syrup and
bourbon and mix well, then stir in
brown sugar until sugar is dissolved.
Stirring slowly, add pecans. Cook on low
heat, stirring constantly, 5 minutes or
until thick. Mixture can burn quickly, so
do not leave unattended.

6. To serve, cut warm bread pudding
into portions and pour warm sauce over
each. Top with bourbon-toasted pecans.
» Serves 12-14.

WEB EXTRAS » Read these recipes on our
website and check out the winners from all
15 years of the Holiday Recipe Contest.

TexasCoopPower.com
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Focus on Texas

- o Up the Creek

READERS MAKE QUITE A SPLASH this month with creeks from around Texas.
~Bern, Y’all sent in enough photos to make our heads swim! GRACE FULTZ

WEB EXTRAS » See Focus on Texas on our website for more photos from readers.

<ANGIE BIRMINGHAM,
Nueces EC: Emily and Bailey
the dog enjoy cool water on
a hot summer day.

A TOMMIE CALFEE, Pedernales EC: Morning light on
Onion Creek.

v AMANDA STAFFORD, Nueces EC: “Colt Stafford play-
ing in the Frio River at his family ranch in Leakey.”

A TIFFANY ROGERS, Mid-South Synergy: “A hike into v TERESA BECKHAM, Navasota
Pedernales Falls State Park in the fall gave a unique Valley EC: A creek outside of
angle of the falls and the streams coming together.” Ingram.

UPCOMING CONTESTS
MARCH FIRST RIDE DUE NOVEMBER 10

APRIL SUNSETS DUE DECEMBER 10

MAY FAIRS AND CARNIVALS DUE JANUARY 10

Enter online at TexasCoopPower.com/Contests.
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Pick of the Month
The Wall That Heals

Stephenville November 7-10
(254) 552-1222, visitstephenville.com

The mobile three-quarter-scale replica of the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C., 8

will be on display at Stephenville City Park.
It contains more than 58,000 names, listed
chronologically by day of casualty. Since its
dedication in 1996, the Wall That Heals has
been displayed in nearly 600 communities
throughout the nation.

Event Calendar

November
7

Houston Piano Concert: Great Women
in Music, (713) 528-2060, czechcenter.org

Luncheon, (972) 233-9107, afpdallas.org

Levelland [8-9] Home for the Holidays,
(806) 894-4161, malleteventcenter.com

Winnsboro [8-9] Art & Wine Festival,
1-888-559-4333, winnsboroonlineguide.com

Kerrville [8-10] Kid °’N Ewe and Llamas
Too Fiber Arts Festival, (830) 792-3535,
kidnewe.com

9

Bryan Brazos Valley Worldfest,
(979) 845-8008, brazosvalleyworldfest.org

Kyle Pie Run 5K/1K, (512) 376-8089,
ftlogpierun.com

Marshall Gary P. Nunn, (903) 934-7992,
memorialcityhall.com

MEMORIAL: COURTESY STEPHENVILLE TOURISM AND VISITORS BUREAU. YARN: BRIGHT | DREAMSTIME.COM. CANDY APPLES: EKATERINA POKROVSKY | SHUTTERSTOCK.COM

Dallas National Philanthropy Day Awards |

November 8-10

Kerrville

Kid ’N Ewe and Llamas Too
Fiber Arts Festival

Mason Mason County Wild Game Dinner,
(325) 347-5758, masontxcoc.com

McKinney St. Gabriel Holiday Boutique,
(972) 542-7170, stgabriel.org

San Marcos Commemorative Air Force
Veterans Day Hangar Dance, (512) 396-1943,
centraltexaswing.org

Kingsland [9-10] Christmas Market,
(325) 388-6159, kingslandcrafts.com

WALK IN TUBS FROM $7995 INSTALLED!

=
BEST BUY WALK-IN TUBS

FEATURING "SEALTITE" TECHNOLOGY

L) . l
S ] e -
=i

CALL US, DON'T WAIT ANOTHER DAY.

Our products have been made in Texas since
2006. We customize, so why pay for something
you don’t want? Get exactly what you want at

an affordable price. So stop struggling and start
enjoying your bath again. Call us for an in-home
no-pressure presentation. What do you have to lose?

Visit our showroom at 3411 E. Hwy. 377 in Granbury.

888-825-2362 www.hesthuywalkintubs.com
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~ SCHOOL MARQUEES
. & SCOREBOARDS
e & 24 L 0 o
SPECGTRUM.
800-392-5050

spectrumscareboards.com
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La Vernia [9-Dec. 29] Country Christmas
Ranch, (830) 534-4103, facebook.com/
countrychristmasranch

16

Rosanky Rosanky Baptist Church Craft Fair,
(512) 360-3968, rosankybaptistchurch.com

Stonewall Historic Williams Creek (Albert)

School Open House, (830) 685-3321,
historicschools.org

23

Rockdale Whistle Stop Wine Tour and
Christmas Tree Lighting Festival,
(512) 446-2030, rockdalechamber.com

30

Comfort Christmas in Comfort,
(830) 995-3131, comfortchamber.com

Honey Grove Christmas Parade,
(903) 378-7211, honeygrovechamber.org

December
5

Columbus Ladies Night Out, (979) 732-8385,
columbustexas.org

La Grange Schmeckenfest, (979) 968-3017,
visitlagrangetx.com

Sinton Old Fashion Christmas Market and
Parade, (361) 364-2307, sintonchamber.org

December 5
Sinton

Old Fashion fmas
arket and d

ki

6

Goliad [6-7] Christmas in Goliad,
(361) 645-8767, historicalgoliad.com

Pleasanton [6-7] Vintage in Verdi,
(830) 570-4552, facebook.com/vintageinverdi

Waxahachie [6-7] Christmas Market & Gift
Show, (469) 309-4040, waxahachiecvb.com

7

Fredericksburg Christmas Home Tour
& Market, (830) 990-8441, pioneermuseum.net

Lockney Country Christmas Ball,
(806) 983-6228

Marble Falls Market Day on Main,
(830) 693-2815, marblefalls.org
Onalaska Christmas in Our Town,
(936) 646-5000, cityofonalaska.us
Pittsburg Home for the Holidays,
(903) 856-3621, pittsburgtexas.com

Wylie Arts Festival, (972) 516-6016,
wylietexas.gov

Submit Your Event!

We pick events for the magazine directly from
TexasCoopPower.com. Submit your event online
for January by November 10, and it just might be
featured in this calendar.

G_et aprized complete set of one-year-only

Steel cents, struck only in 1943 to save copper for
military materials during World War II. These unique,
historic coins issued over 75 years ago are now in great
demand among collectors! Your complete 3-coin set will
contain one Steel cent from each U.S. Mint that struck them
— Philadelphia, Denver and San Francisco. Plus, each coin
has been expertly reprocessed to restore its original brilliance.
Complete Set ONLY $2.95

plus FREE Shipping!

Order your complete 3-coin set of historic
1943 Steel cents today for ONLY $2.95
and SAVE!

You'll enjoy Free Shipping to your
home. Plus, order within 30 days and get a

Historic Wheat Ears
reverse of 1909-1958

Complete Set of America’s
only Steel Cents!

Struck only
in 1943

FREE Undirculated 2010 Lincoln Shield Cent!

You'll also receive our fully illustrated catalog, plus other
fascinating selections from our Free Examination Coins-
on-Approval Service, from which you may purchase any or
none of the coins — return balance in 15 days — with option
to cancel at any time. Order today!

45-Day Money Back Guarantee of Satisfaction

MINT SET Philadelphia Denver San Francisco
(no mint mark) (D mint mark) (S mint mark)

PDS All Mint Set - order by mail or at

www.LittletonCoin.com/specials today!

America’s Favorite Coin Source « TRUSTED SINCE 1945

FREE GIFT

when you order within 30 days

A historic Uncirculated 2010
Lincoln cent — first with the
Union Shield reverse.

47857 Special Offer for New Customers Only

MYES' Please send me the complete 3-coin set of
reprocessed 1943 Steel Cents for ONLY $2.95 — regularly
$4-95, plus FREE shipping (limit 5 sets). Also send my FREE
Uncirculated 2010 Union Shield Cent (1 per customer, please).

Add Custom Display Folders
for 1930-1958 Lincoln Cents and

SAVE!  SAVE 25% at $2.95 - reg. $3:95 yui

QTY | DESCRIPTION PRICE TOTAL

3-coin set of 1943 Steel Cents (imit 5 sets)| $2.95

Display Folders — (reqularly $3:95) | $2.95

*Sales Tax

FREE Shipping! TOTAL $

r
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Please add the appropriate state and local tax for your order. For your convenience, all
1 orders paid by credit card will have the appropriate sales tax applied at that time. Tax
1 requirements are subject to change at any time. Please visit LittletonCoin.com/Taxinfo
: for the most up-to-date list of taxable categories by state.
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Hit the Road

With Chet Garner

Stopping by the Stagecoach

Historic Salado landmark rides again

THE YEARIS 1861. A TALL, SILVER-HAIRED
man with a grizzled face stands on the bal-
cony of the Shady Villa Hotel in Salado.
He delivers a fiery warning to fellow Tex-
ans about the perils of secession and the
danger posed by the looming Civil War.
After his speech, Sam Houston steps
inside the two-story building, eats his sup-
per, then heads to bed. We don’t know all
of the details exactly, but the fact of Hous-
ton’s speech is gospel in Salado.

And here I sit in 2019, in the room
where Houston supposedly slept, sipping
on a bourbon Old-Fashioned and munch-
ing on a strawberry and arugula salad, as
I wait for my steak and jalapefio creamed
corn. Times have changed, but some
things have stayed the same at the Stage-
coach Inn.

Erected just before Houston’s speech,
the building is the oldest in town. It was a
stop for cowboys on the Chisholm Trail
and for stagecoaches. Legend holds that
guests included Gen. George A. Custer and
Charles Goodnight. Even Sam Bass and
Jesse James reportedly stayed the night.
In Texas, only San Antonio’s Menger Hotel
hasbeen accommodating travelers longer.
And the Menger doesn’t have the legend
that a nearby cave holds Spanish gold.

In 1943, Dion and Ruth Van Bibber pur-
chased the property and renamed it the
Stagecoach Inn, using delicious food and
Southern hospitality to attract travelers.
Ruth Van Bibber added the restaurant’s
prix fixe menu consisting of dishes pre-
pared fresh and recited by the waitstaff;
there was no written menu. Tomato aspic
(think tangy Jell-0), hush puppies, an

42 Texas Co-opPower November 2019

Chet imagines a
coach ride into
Salado.

entree of the day and
a strawberry kiss for
dessert.

The Stagecoach
gained national recognition, helped along
by features in Life magazine in 1957 and
in Time in 1966. However, by the early
2000s, postponed maintenance and end-
less construction on Interstate 35 dealt a
serious blow to the inn and restaurant.

In 2016, a group purchased the failing
property, shuttering the Stagecoach for
the first time before pouring resources
into renovating the property. They re-
opened in 2018.

One summer night, I arrived close to
dinnertime, eager to experience the hotel’s
new chapter. The appearance of the his-
toric two-story building offered a com-
forting assurance that the new owners
respect the hotel’s past. After I checked
into my room, which was appointed in a
midcentury modern style, I walked past
the pool crowded with sunbathers and
headed for the restaurant. The updated
dining room had a historic chic vibe and
included classic and modern rooms. With

its huge fireplace, the expansive bar looked
like a West Texas hunting lodge.

I settled in for dinner, and the food
hit all the right spots. I had no choice but
to order the signature strawberry Kkiss
dessert—because if something has been
on the menu for almost 75 years, it has to
be good. It arrived with a base of baked
meringue topped with a scoop of vanilla
ice cream and covered in glazed fresh
strawberries. After the first bite, I closed
my eyes and felt my blood sugar spike to
delicious heights.

As I savored the last bite, one of the
new owners came out, and we chatted
about the Stagecoach’s transformation.
He described the details of the restoration,
and I asked him if he found the Spanish
gold buried in that cave. He cracked a
smile and said with a Texas-sized wink,
“How do you think we paid for all of this?”

Chet Garner shares his Texplorations as the
host of The Daytripper on PBS.

WEB EXTRAS » Read this story on our
" website to see Chet’s video of his visit
to Salado’s Stagecoach Inn.

TexasCoopPower.com

COURTESY CHET GARNER
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MEDICAL TECHNOLOGY CORPORATION

LIVE LIFE WITHOUT PAIN

Plantar Fasciitis - Arthritis - Joint Pain - Heel Spurs - Back & Knee Pain

I‘'ve had lower back pain for
years. Walking in these shoes
was life changing for me. | feel
like ’'m walking on air.

- Bill .

PATENTED VERSOSHOCK® SOLE
SHOCK ABSORPTION SYSTEM

Enjoy the benefits of exercise
with proven pain relief.

v Ultimate Comfort
v Renewed Energy
v/ Maximum Protection
v’ Improve Posture

*Results of a double-blind study conducted by Olive
View UCLA Medical Center.

G-DEFY ION s155 $30 OFF
YOUR ORDER

Men Sizes 7.5-15 M/W/XW Women Sizes 6-11 M/W/XW
- Black TB9025MBB - Black/Blue TB9022FTL Promo Co_de MQs8LLJ4
- Red/Gray  TB9022MRG - Gray/Teal ~ TB9022FGU www.gravitydefyer.com
Expires February 29, 2020
S Free Exchanges - Free Returns

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

Call 1(800) 429-0039
Gravity Defyer Corp.
10643 Glenoaks Blvd. Pacoima, CA 91331

VersoShock® U.S Patent #US8,555,526 B2. This product has not been evaluated by the FDA. Not intended to treat, cure or prevent any disease. $30 off
applies to orders of $100 or more for a limited time. Cannot be combined with other offers. 9% CA sales tax applies to orders in California. Shoes must
be returned within 30 days in like-new condition for full refund or exchange. Credit card authorization required. See website for complete details.
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Save a Bundie on TV and Internet!
2-YEARTV PRICE

LOCK!

Add Internet

7 Blazing-Fast
27, Internet

month
for Internet

It,s AI I I nCI uded! + Speeds from 25Mbps-1 Gbps

« No Matter Where You Live
« Includes 190 Channels with Locals + Now with Unlimited Data!

« Includes Hopper Smart HD DVR "
« Includes HD Programming Save up to $20/month

*Unlimited data refers t hard dat .$ off di t offe b ice address. Go
«” Includes One TV, Add More for $5 godish.com/intermet to verify your discount. TV service not required for Iternet.
V Includes Voice Remote Requires internet connected Hopper.

@ FOX ©cBs ¥ @ ESrii,, GetTV,
eDiscover < M Sy More! Get $1 00.
g e c ik $ 20 0 Add Internet.
FREE Premlum ingﬂﬁgfu Visa® Prepaid Card Get $200.
Channels~“* |  ESEEEECINCTEERE -

- Fully Integrated - z(:StOCar ’ B (11,/25
Just Change The Channel : :
! And Watch! Courtesy of GoDISH.com,  valid onlyin US. V’ SA

Netflix subscription required.

929

Mont,
for !ntem,;g

Must mention offer code Card200 when you subscribe to both TV and Internet services.

BT 1 oy M Y B oodish.com/pricelock O,  iSe Habla Espafiol! déSh

Mon-Fri: 7Zam-10pm « Sat: 7am-9pm « Sun: 10am-7pm Central Time Authorized Retailer

Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification. Fees apply for additional TVs: Hopper
$15/mo., Joey $5/mo., Super Joey $10/mo. All offers require credit qualification, 2-Year commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Offer for new and qualifying former customers only.
Important Terms and Conditions: Qualification: Upfront activation and/or receiver upgrade fees may apply based on credit qualification. Offer ends 11/13/19. 2-Year Commitment: Early termination fee
of $20/mo. remaining applies if you cancel early. Included in 2-year price guarantee at $59.99 advertised price: America's Top 120 programming package, local channels, HD service fees, and Hopper
Duo for 1TV. Included in 2-year price guarantee for additional cost: Programming package upgrades ($69.99 for AT120+, $79.99 for AT200, $89.99 for AT250), monthly fees for upgraded or additional
receivers ($5-$7 per additional TV, receivers with additional functionality may be $10-$15). NOT included in 2-year price guarantee or advertised price (and subject to change): Taxes & surcharges, add-on
programming (including premium channels), DISH Protect, and transactional fees. Premium Channels: 3 Mos. Free: After 3 mos., you will be billed $30/mo. for Showtime, STARZ, and DISH Movie Pack unless you
call to cancel. Requires credit qualification, 2-year commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Hopper upgrade fee may apply. Gift and Pre-paid Cards: Courtesy of GoDISH.com for credit-qualified
customers. Customers who do not qualify may be eligible for a secondary gift offer. Cards are issued by Citibank, N.A. pursuant to a license from Visa® U.S.A. Inc. and managed by Citi Prepaid Services. Cards will
not have cash access and can be used everywhere Visa® debit cards are accepted. Cards expire 6 months from date issued. Mail-in redemption form is required within 60 days of qualified activation to receive
gift. Customer account must be current and in good standing at the time of redemption. Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery of gift. Other: Netflix streaming membership required. All packages, programming, features,
and functionality and all prices and fees not included in price lock are subject to change without notice. After 6 mos., if selected you will be billed $9.99/mo. for DISH Protect Silver unless you call to cancel. After
2 years, then-current everyday prices for all services apply. For business customers, additional monthly fees may apply. Free standard professional installation only. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of
Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. Indiana C.P.D Reg. No. - 19-08615 © 2019 GoDISH.com. All rights reserved
Internet speeds, prices, and providers vary by customer address. $39.99 price refers to 25Mbps plan. Restrictions apply. 25 Mbps internet service available nationwide, but may become temporarily
unavailable to certain addresses based on local beam capacity. Availability is subject to change without notice. Internet not provided by DISH and will be billed separately. Call for details





